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OR Carol Gray 413-297-1075 or 413-256-0433
STAY GEORGIA’S TUESDAY 7 PM EXECUTION OF TROY DAVIS 
TO ALLOW CRITICAL WITNESS INTERVIEW, 
SAYS ATTORNEY CAROL GRAY, WHO ASSISTED DEFENSE TEAM 

(Atlanta, GA) – Attorney Carol Gray, who assisted the Troy Davis defense team by interviewing and taking statements from key witnesses, is urging that Davis’ Tuesday 7PM death sentence be stayed to allow time to interview a critical witness to the murder who has never been spoken to by the prosecution or defense.   

Gray had done extensive investigation of the Davis case including interviewing and taking a statement from a lead prosecution witness, Dorothy Ferrell, who claimed at trial that she saw Davis shoot Officer Timothy MacPhail in 1989.   Ferrell recanted this testimony to Gray and signed a statement admitting that she never saw who killed the officer but had been pressured to identify Davis by the police who were threatening to revoke her parole if she did not cooperate.  

In addition, Gray reports that “there is a critical witness who has never been spoken to by the prosecution or the defense.  I know this because I investigated this case in depth seven years ago assisting the defense team.”    

According to Gray, “Davis was convicted of killing Officer Timothy MacPhail in 1989.  The shooting happened in the parking lot of a Burger King across from a motel called The Thunderbird.  Two of the people in that parking lot were Troy Davis and Sylvester Coles.   Coles went to the police department the day after the shooting with a lawyer saying that Davis shot the officer.  In the decade that followed, Coles confessed to several people that it was he (Coles) who shot the officer.  In addition, 7 of the 9 witnesses from trial who testified against Davis have recanted their testimony.”
“But no one has spoken with perhaps the best witness of all:  the clerk at the motel right across from the Burger King parking.  According to another witness, the clerk screamed when the shooting happened.   Her office had a large window facing the parking lot, so she likely saw the shooting.  I searched at length for this witness, but was unable to find out who or where she was.  However there is a sure way to find her:  subpoena the tax records for that motel for the year Officer MacPhail was killed.  Both the state and federal tax records for the Thunderbird should have this woman listed as an employee, along with her social security number.  With her social security number, she could be located through various investigative databases.   

Gray reported that there was no record of any attempt to interview the Thunderbird clerk in any of the police reports in the Davis case.  “Either the police were completely incompetent in missing this critical witness or they did speak to her but she did not help their case so no report was created.  The hiding of such information would be a grave constitutional violation that would likely result in a new trial.“  

“It would be unconscionable for Troy Davis to be executed without making all efforts to interview this critical witness.  Tomorrow’s execution should be stayed and this critical witness should be found,” Gray concluded.

Gray, now in Amherst, MA, received her JD from Northeastern University School of Law and LLM from Georgetown University Law Center.  She has a decade of criminal defense experience as an attorney or investigator, including with the Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel Services.
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