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Presidential Candidates Provide Iraq Escape Hatch, Weiner And Larmett Say In Wichita Eagle Oped: 
Biden-Brownback Plan Combined With Hillary Clinton Timing Could Extricate U.S. From Iraq
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(Washington, DC) –A former Clinton White House Public Affairs Director and spokesman for the House Government Operations Committee, Bob Weiner (right), and a former House and Senate Congressional Foreign Affairs Legislative Assistant, John Larmett (left), in an op-ed in the Wichita Eagle, wrote that “a sort of United States of Iraq…The Biden-Brownback plan could extricate us from the long war.”  
The bipartisan plan, proposed by U.S. Senators Joe Biden (D-DE) and Sam Brownback (R-KS), both running to succeed Bush, “would assist Iraq by giving each of the three ethno-religious groups – Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds – a sub-state under the overall federation to pursue their interests.”  
If the Biden-Brownback plan is combined with Senator Hillary Clinton’s timing commitment that “If this president does not end this war before he leaves office, when I am president, I will”, Weiner and Larmett assert that “we may have an Iraq escape hatch that we can all legitimately call ‘victory’.”

 The plan ends the oil revenue feud by dividing oil revenue equitably among the three groups – a cheap price for us to yield given oil’s estimated $15 billion annual revenue versus our paying over $100 billion a year for the war. Weiner and Larmett also point out that Biden proposes a summit of Iraq’s neighbors to endorse it. “This regional security conference, with the United Nations and Iraq’s neighbors, including Syria and Iran, would pledge support for Iraq’s power sharing agreement and respect for Iraq’s borders.”
     
They further contend, “This concept has worked before – in Bosnia. A decade ago, Bosnia was being torn apart by ethnic cleansing. The U.S. intervened decisively to keep the country intact by dividing it into ethnic federations. Muslims, Croats and Serbs were allowed to retain separate armies. With the help of the international community, Bosnians have lived the last ten years in peace.”
Link to article: 
http://www.weinerpublic.com/Wichita_Eagle_Iraq_July_5-6_2007.doc
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