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“AMERICAN MEANS RAISING QUESTIONS” SAYS WHITE HOUSE/HILL STAFFER BOB WEINER IN WAMU-NPR JULY 4 INVITED COMMENTARY
(Washington, DC)—Former senior White House and Hill staffer Bob Weiner gave the following invited commentary for a feature on “Being an American” on WAMU-NPR airing July 4. Weiner titled it, “BEING AN AMERICAN MEANS RAISING AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS.” Weiner’s piece airs 5:33 PM on July 4: 
“I’m Bob Weiner and I’ve had the privilege of working in Washington for 25 years: at the White House for two administrations and on Capitol Hill for four congressmen and a senator. 
“I love to run and one of my favorite spots is the National Colonial Farm, across the Potomac River from Mount Vernon.  You can see George Washington’s house from the farm.  As I run the trail, I think how Washington certainly asked questions about the merit of the governing authority, challenged it and won for all of us today.

“To me, being an American to me means being able to raise and get answers to questions about what the government does.  That’s why I moved to Washington to work here.  Few countries provide that ability to question its leaders as effectively from inside or out, and work to improve things.

“Right now, we have questions: the reasons for the war in Iraq; why, as NPR has reported, some people were held in Guantanamo just because they possessed a humor magazine critical against the Afghan government and because their opponents paid others to implicate them; why officials argue that this war requires enhanced interrogation – call it torture-- unlike anything we used against the Nazis or Japanese or Koreans or Vietnamese.  Why 100 healthy young male prisoners died during interrogation at the Abu Ghraib prison without autopsies ever stating the cause; and how can the government conduct massive spying against innocent Americans?
“I have still more questions: Why since 2000 has a college education cost risen 50%, why oil profits and prices have doubled, why are 7 million more Americans living in poverty, why do 48 million of our citizens still lack health insurance, why has real income dropped five straight years, why has our federal budget gone from a half trillion dollar surplus to nearly a half trillion dollar deficit?
“We need not say ‘Cry the Beloved Country’ because we CAN and DO challenge and often CHANGE our government officials and policies when we believe they are wrong.  That’s what is magnificent about America and about being an American.  It’s reason for Celebration this 4th of July,” Weiner concluded.
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