MEDIA COVERAGE OF CRC HEALTH GEN. MCCAFFREY AND DR. KARLIN ADDRESS WEST VIRGINIA STATE LEGISLATURE
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February 14, 2008
Drug czar speaks at reception

Clinton official says treatment lacking

The man who headed anti-drug efforts under President Clinton on Wednesday lamented the thousands of West Virginians who need treatment for alcohol and drug addiction and don't get it. 

By Paul J. Nyden
Staff Writer

[image: image1.png]C Iharlcstén
i/
w(Fa7zette



(FRONT PAGE STORY)

The man who headed anti-drug efforts under President Clinton on Wednesday lamented the thousands of West Virginians who need treatment for alcohol and drug addiction and don't get it. 
"The national figures are astronomical," Barry R. McCaffrey, a retired U.S. Army general, told The Charleston Gazette before a Wednesday reception. McCaffrey spoke to the West Virginia Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors Wednesday evening, and was to speak with legislative leaders at the state Capitol this morning.

"West Virginia has major medical, social and criminal justice problems associated with the chronic abuse of alcohol and drugs," McCaffrey said.

He said there are 142,000 people in West Virginia with untreated addictions. 
"Nationally, there are 21 million people addicted to drugs and alcohol," he said.

Barry W. Karlin, chairman of the CRC Health Group, accompanied McCaffrey on his visit to Charleston. Karlin's company operates nearly 140 drug treatment facilities in 29 states that treat 30,000 people a day.

Karlin estimates drug and alcohol abuse costs West Virginia $1.8 billion a year from the costs of crime, drunk driving, loss in productivity and loss in working hours.

"But for every $1 you spend on treatment, you save $4," Karlin said. "We are the largest provider of treatment, both medical and counseling treatment, in West Virginia.

"We also try to educate the public" to give up any "moral stigmas" against people suffering from substance-abuse problems.

McCaffrey said, "Science-based drug and alcohol treatment reduces damage to society. We help people get back control of their lives."

He believes OxyContin, a painkiller manufactured by the pharmaceutical company Purdue Pharma, has become "the new heroin."

"We want to get people back to their workplaces, back to their families and out of jail," he said.

McCaffrey believes crime statistics do not reflect the extent of ongoing drug problems.

"There are 2.1 million people behind bars in our country today, one of the highest per capita rates in the world. And 85 percent of them are chronic addicts. But that is not always on their record," he said.

"Some people commit 40 or more felonies a year, in drug-seeking or drug-taking behavior. But those people are usually not in prison for the simple possession of drugs."

McCaffrey believes treatment centers, like those operated by CRC Health, can help get people out of prison, supervise their probation and put them back into society.  

A regular commentator on television news shows, he also believes the country - and the next president - faces major problems as a result of the Bush administration's policies.

"We have spent at least $450 billion in Iraq and 34,000 soldiers have been killed or injured in Iraq and Afghanistan," he said. "Our economy is starting to crash. ... The level of animosity to the United States in the international community is the highest in the nation's history."

McCaffrey said all three major presidential candidates in 2008 are "determined and talented people. 

"I know Hillary Clinton and John McCain personally. And [Barack] Obama is a brilliant new force on the political scene," he said.

"It will take eight years of sustained effort to repair the damages from the economy crashing, massive trade deficits, skyrocketing prices of energy, uncontrollable immigration problems and the strains on our armed forces and their equipment."

McCaffrey served as director of the White House Office on National Drug Control Policy between 1996 and 2001 during the Clinton administration. 

McCaffrey also served four combat tours, including tours in Vietnam and Iraq. He rose to become commander in chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command, where he supervised national security operations in Latin America.
Link to original story: http://www.wvgazette.com/News/200802130780
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	WSAZ-TV CH 3  (NBC) Charleston/Huntington
	

	WSAZ NewsChannel 3 Your Day
02/14/2008

7:45-7:55 AM – LIVE interview with Dr. Karlin and General McCaffrey in-studio.
WSAZ NewsChannel 3 Midday
	

	02/14/2008
	12:00 PM - 12:30 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:01:47 Recent overdose deaths and pharmacy hold ups prove how much of a drug problem we have. In fact: more kids are getting hooked on prescription pills every day, which is why a four-star general and former White House Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey came to Charleston spearhead what is called: “West Virginia advocacy action day” at the state house. He says at least 142-thousand west Virginians need treatment for drug or alcohol abuse and they aren’t getting it. 00:03:18
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	WCHS-TV CH 8 (ABC) Charleston/Huntington 
	

	Eyewitness News 8 At 11
	

	02/13/2008
	11:00 PM - 11:35 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:08:04 Tonight, four star general Barry McCaffrey met with the governor as well as several state leaders, it’s part of a two day West Virginia advocacy action day, an event that spotlights the need for additional drug and alcohol treatment. McCaffrey says prescription pill abuse is spreading like wildfire across the country, and needs to be stopped. McCaffrey will address legislators in the house chambers tomorrow morning to share his ideas on cleaning up drug and alcohol abuse in the mountain state. 00:09:58
	Eyewitness News 8 At Noon

	02/14/2008
	12:00 PM - 12:30 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:00:46 General McCaffrey says there’s a treatment gap for roughly 142-thousand West Virginians and that prescription drug abuse is skyrocketing. General McCaffrey will get a fit-hand look at state efforts when he visits the Charleston treatment center this afternoon. Retired state workers rally at the capitol to press for a 20-thousand dollar tax exemption on their pension earnings. 00:02:29

	Eyewitness News 8 At 6

	02/14/2008
	06:00 PM - 06:30 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:03:59 McCaffrey estimated that 142,000 West Virginians are addicted to drugs or alcohol. He advised a comprehensive approach, but methadone clinics would play a key role. Barry Karlin, ceo CRC Health Group. Karlin:145 facilities in 30 states. McCaffrey defended CRC ‘s for-profit status. 00:05:39
Good Morning West Virginia
02/15/2008
05:00 AM - 06:00 AM
	[CC] 00:34:34 Now former Drug Czar Barry McCaffrey wants to make methadone available to OxyContin addicts here, but as Bob Aaron reports, many lawmakers are skeptical because of the state’s alarming number of overdose deaths linked to methadone. Methadone. Retired Gen. Barry McCaffrey, executive of methadone clinic operator CRC health group legislators. Several cited their efforts to regulate CRC ’s seven west Virginia clinics. 2006. Delegate Jeff Eldridge: “My plea to you, since you are a profit organization, is to of one-on-one therapy, do more for the families of West Virginia people die.” McCaffrey Virginians are addicted to a comprehensive approach, but methadone clinics would sot. Standup. Barry Karlin, CEO CRC Health Group. States. 00:35:40
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	WOWK-TV CH 13 (CBS) Charleston/Huntington
	

	13 News At Eleven

	02/13/2008
	11:00 PM - 11:35 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:06:51 Retired four-star general and former drug czar Barry McCaffrey is in town to talk to lawmakers about drug abuse. The general has gone from leading the war on drugs to fighting a battle to help addicts get treatment. According to the general one-Hundred-and forty-thousand mountain state residents are in need of addiction help but are not receiving it. 00:08:17

	13 News At 5:30 AM

	02/14/2008
	05:30 AM - 06:00 AM
	
	


[CC] 00:02:39 The topic of drug abuse will be discussed at the legislature later today. Retired four-star general and former drug czar Barry McCaffrey is in Charleston to speak with lawmakers. The general has gone from leading the war on drugs to fighting a battle to help addicts get treatment. According to the general, one-hundred-and forty-thousand mountain state residents are addicted and need help but are not receiving it. 00:05:39

	13 News At 6:30 AM
	

	02/14/2008
	06:30 AM - 07:00 AM
	
	


[CC] 00:03:29 Retired four-star general and former drug czar Barry McCaffrey is in Charleston to speak with lawmakers. The general has gone from leading the war on drugs to fighting a battle to help addicts get treatment. According to the General, one-hundred-and forty-thousand mountain state residents are addicted and need help but are not receiving it. Governor Joe Manchin has bestowed the title of “honorary mountaineer” on General McCaffrey. The governor and the General will declare today as “drug treatment advocacy day.” 00:06:29

	13 News At Noon
	

	02/14/2008
	12:00 PM - 12:30 PM
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[CC] 00:09:46 In addition to the four panel members, all lawmakers are invited to respond to the questions. The topic of drug abuse will be discussed at the legislature later today. Retired four-star general and former drug czar Barry McCaffrey is in Charleston to speak with lawmakers. The general has gone from leading the war on drugs to fighting a battle to help addicts get treatment. According to the general, one-hundred-and forty-thousand mountain state residents are addicted and need help but are not receiving it 00:11:59

	WVAH-TV CH 11 (FOX) Charleston/Huntington
	

	Eyewitness News At 10
	

	02/13/2008
	10:00 PM - 11:00 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:04:16 Tonight, four star general Barry McCaffrey met with the governor as well as several state leaders, it’s part of a two day “West Virginia Advocacy Action Day,” an event that spotlights the need for additional drug and alcohol treatment. McCaffrey says prescription pill abuse is spreading like wildfire across the country, and needs to be stopped. McCaffrey will address legislators in the House chambers tomorrow morning to share his ideas on cleaning up drug and alcohol use in the mountain state. 00:07:22

	Eyewitness News At 10
	

	02/14/2008
	10:00 PM - 11:00 PM
	
	


[CC] 00:16:30 Also at the capitol today, a former drug czar talked about drug and alcohol problems here in the mountain state, Barry McCaffrey says West Virginia needs additional treatment programs to fix the problem. The retired four-star general addressed members of the legislature as part of “West Virginia advocacy action day”. General McCaffrey says there’s a treatment gap for roughly 142-thousand west Virginians and that prescription drug abuse is skyrocketing. There are about four thousand people in west Virginia receiving methadone to combat other drug addictions. 00:18:35
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General McCaffrey and Dr. Karlin interviewed LIVE IN-STUDIO on West Virginia Metro News “Talkline” in Capitol Rotunda with host Hoppy Kerchival.
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General McCaffrey and Dr. Karlin interviewed for 10 minute segment on WRNR 740AM, Host: Al McGileray.
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General McCaffrey and Dr. Karlin LIVE on WCHS ABC 580AM with host Chris Lawrence
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Thursday February 14, 2008

Former drug czar Barry McCaffrey touts treatment, methadone clinics to lawmakers

by The Associated Press
Retired Gen. Barry McCaffrey, the Clinton-era drug czar, urged West Virginia lawmakers Thursday to embrace methadone clinics and similar approaches to battling OxyContin addiction and other abuse. 

"A methadone program, properly administered and supervised, in and of itself can get many people addicted ... to maintain sobriety,'' McCaffrey told a joint meeting of the House judiciary and health and human resources committees. 

But McCaffrey and the chief executive of clinic operator CRC Health Group encountered skeptical legislators. Several cited their ongoing efforts to regulate CRC's seven West Virginia clinics. They also questioned the company's for-profit approach and McCaffrey's ties to CRC while decrying a spate of methadone-related deaths. 

Delegate Jeff Eldridge, D-Lincoln, cited the 45 overdose deaths reported in Logan County in the past two years. The county is part of his district, and Eldridge linked 39 of those deaths to methadone that patients took home from clinics. 

"My plea to you, since you are a profit organization, is to please, please do more to educate our people, do more of one-on-one therapy, do more for the families of West Virginia, before more of our people die,'' Eldridge told McCaffrey and CRC CEO Barry Karlin. 

"Your comments are dead on target,'' McCaffrey replied. "You simply cannot depend on one approach for dealing with the chaos that has engulfed some of these lives.'' 

McCaffrey had earlier estimated that 142,000 West Virginians are addicted to drugs or alcohol. He advised a comprehensive approach that involves law enforcement, corrections, social services and other public agencies. 

State officials believe such direct costs as hospitalization, treatment and incarceration total $470 million annually. They have estimated such indirect costs as lost productivity at nearly $1.8 billion. 

But McCaffrey is also a compensated member of CRC's board of directors, and repeatedly touted the company and its 145 facilities in 30 states. He defended CRC's for-profit status, and took exception to questions about his motivations. 

"There's an odious implication,'' he said. "Because it's basically saying, 'Would you be here if you weren't being paid?' Of course I would.'' 

"I am baffled as to why a stigma remains regarding methadone clinics,'' Karlin had earlier told lawmakers. "It's an absolutely extraordinary medication, if properly administered.'' 

Both men also downplayed the arrival of Buprenorphine. A relatively new drug that works like methadone but can be prescribed by physicians rather than clinics, it has been touted as a possible alternative to methadone. 

"It is not a magic solution,'' McCaffrey said. "It does not work for everyone.'' 

McCaffrey headed the Office of National Drug Control Policy under President Clinton from 1996 to 2001. He is also an adjunct professor at the United States Military Academy.
Link to original story: http://www.dailymail.com/News/200802140258 

PRESS RELEASE:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  Fri., Feb. 8, 2008

Contact: Bob Weiner/Rebecca Vander Linde 301-283-0821 / 202-329-1700

4-STAR GEN. BARRY MCCAFFREY, FORMER U.S. DRUG CZAR, AND DR. BARRY KARLIN, NATION’S #1 DRUG TREATMENT PROVIDER, TO SPEARHEAD DRUG TREATMENT WVA ADVOCACY DAY FEB 13-14;  142,000 NEED, DON’T GET TREATMENT IN STATE

WILL JOIN GOVERNOR AT RECEPTION 5:30 PM WED., FEB. 13 AT MARRIOTT, 
ADDRESS LEGISLATORS 8:30 AM THURS., FEB. 14 IN HOUSE CHAMBER

WVAADC, LEGISLATIVE LEADERS, AND CRC HEALTH GROUP CEO DR. BARRY KARLIN TO JOIN 

(Charleston, WV) – Four-Star General Barry McCaffrey (ret.), the former White House Drug Czar and now West Point Professor and terrorism/drug policy expert in the national media, will spearhead a Feb. 13-14 West Virginia Advocacy Action Day to spotlight the need for additional drug and alcohol treatment, conducted safely and effectively.  According to McCaffrey, there is an enormous “treatment gap” across the nation in which 142,000 West Virginians and 21 million Americans “need but are not receiving treatment,” in figures reported by HHS. In addition, teen abuse of addictive prescription drugs has more than tripled the past five years, McCaffrey stated—and opiates like OxyContin have become “the new heroin.”

The Advocacy in Action day is being hosted and organized by the West Virginia Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors (WVAADC—the Association for Addiction Professionals).  Schedule of main events:
Wednesday evening, Feb. 13, from 5:30-7:30 PM: Gen. McCaffrey will join Governor Joe Manchin at a reception at the Charleston Marriott (200 Lee Street East), together with WVAADC leaders, House delegates and senators, and West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) top officials. 
Thursday morning, February 14, at 8:30 AM: Gen. McCaffrey will address legislators in the House Chamber, State Capitol, hosted by Chair Don Perdue and members of the House Health Committee, and Chair Carrie Webster and members of the House Judiciary Committee, together with members of the Senate Health and Judiciary Committees. Dr. Barry Karlin, CEO of the nation’s largest drug and alcohol treatment provider, CRC Health Group, with seven facilities in the state, will join McCaffrey in speaking, together with WVAADC leaders, legislators, and DHHR officials. 

The event is open to media, and McCaffrey and drug treatment leaders will hold a press conference immediately following the event, at approximately 9:30 AM.

Thursday at 11 AM:  WVAADC members will meet with McCaffrey and Karlin in a question and answer session, in the House Government Organization room—also open to media.

Finally, Thursday at 1PM: McCaffrey, Karlin, WVAADC, DHHR, and legislators will participate in an open house/luncheon at the Charleston Treatment Center, 2157 Greenbrier Street.  Media is welcome including for lunch.
Source: Robert Weiner Associates 301-283-0821/202-329-1700

