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National Survey on Issues Impacting on Social Security and the Presidential Election
BENDIXEN & ASSOCIATES

AMERICAN VIEWPOINT

Questionnaire 

FINAL:  September 22, 2004; For Release 8:45 AM October 14, 2004

Sample: 150 Interviews of Registered Voters in Florida

Universe
Number of Interviews
Languages

Nationwide

English, Spanish

Florida Over Sample
150
English, Spanish

INTRODUCTION

INTERVIEW RESPONDENTS IN ENGLISH OR SPANISH DEPENDING ON HOW THEY ANSWER THE PHONE.

Hello, may I please speak with ____________?  I am calling from National Opinion Research.  We are interviewing people on issues impacting the presidential election. I can assure you that we are not selling anything and that any information you provide will remain confidential. The interview will only take a few minutes. 

SCREENS

1. Are you 18 years of age or older?

1. Yes




(CONTINUE)

100%
2. No




(TERMINATE)
3. DK/NA



(TERMINATE)
2. Are you registered to vote, or have you not had a chance to register to vote?

1. Yes




(CONTINUE)

100%
2. No




(TERMINATE)
3. DK/NA



(TERMINATE)
(ASK ONLY OF HISPANIC RESPONDENTS)
3. Would you prefer to be interviewed in English or in Spanish?

1. English

40%

2. Spanish

60%

TOP-OF-MIND ISSUES 

Now, I would like to ask you a few questions about the issues of this presidential campaign.
4. What is the most important issue for you in the 2004 presidential campaign - the economy and creation of jobs; the quality of public education; access to affordable healthcare and prescription drugs; the war in Iraq; Social Security; terrorism; or the deficit of the federal government? 

  (ROTATE ANSWERS)
1. The economy and creation of jobs



26%

2. The quality of public education




  6%

3. Access to affordable healthcare and prescription drugs

10%

4. The war in Iraq






23%

5. Social Security 






  3%

6. Terrorism 






26%

7. The deficit of the federal government 



  2%

8. DK/NA







  4%

5. Please tell me if you have a positive or a negative opinion of Social Security? 

FOLLOW UP:
Is that very (positive/negative) or just somewhat (positive/negative)?

1. Very positive



33%

2. Somewhat positive


33%

3. Somewhat negative


19%

4. Very negative



  8%

5. DK/NA




  7%

Now I would like for you to tell me how important some of these issues are in your decision about the presidential vote.  For each issue that I read to you, please tell me if a candidate’s position on that issue is very important, somewhat important or not important at all in your decision about the presidential vote.

6. The candidate’s position on education issues – is it very important, somewhat important or not important at all?

1. Very important



65%

2. Somewhat important 


25%

3. Not important at all


10%

4. DK/NA




  

7. The candidate’s position on health care issues – is it very important, somewhat important or not important at all?

1. Very important


77%

2. Somewhat important 

17%

3. Not important at all

  6%

4. DK/NA

8. The candidate’s position on social security issues – is it very important, somewhat important or not important at all?

1. Very important


70%

2. Somewhat important 

25%

3. Not important at all

  5%

4. DK/NA

There are some issues that are so important to voters that if a candidate has the wrong position on that issue, a voter will refuse to support him.

9. Could you support a candidate that disagreed with you on social security issues, even though he agreed with you on most other issues – yes or no?

1. Yes

66%

2. No

27%

3. DK/NA

  7%

SOCIAL SECURITY & REFORM

10. In general, how well informed are you about Social Security? Would you say you are very well informed, fairly well informed, not too well informed, or not at all informed?

1. Very well informed

36%

2. Fairly well informed

51%

3. Not too well informed

12%

4. Not at all informed

  1%

5. DK/NA

11. Based on what you know about the Social Security system, do you think the system needs to be changed or not?

1. Yes


69%

2. No


25%

3. DK/NA


  6%

(ROTATE ANSWERS)

12. There are four basic alternatives or reforms being discussed to finance the Social Security system.  Of the following four choices, which do you support the most - (1) increasing Social Security payroll taxes, (2) decreasing Social Security benefits, (3) paying for Social Security benefits from other government funds or (4) increasing the minimum retirement age?  

1. Increasing Social Security payroll taxes

25%

2. Decreasing Social Security benefits

  5%

3. Paying for Social Security benefits from other government funds 34%

4. Increasing the minimum retirement age

20%

5. DK/NA 





16%

13. Please tell me which of the following approaches to dealing with a shortfall in the Social Security system  would you prefer:

A)  Leaving Social Security basically as is and running the risk that the system will fall short of money as more people retire and become eligible for benefits; 

B) Changing the Social Security system by allowing people to invest some of their Social Security taxes in private accounts and running the risk that some people will lose money in their private accounts due to drops in the stock market; or



C) Borrowing money from the federal treasury to make up the shortfall, and running the risk of other programs such as education, national defense or health care facing cuts in their budgets because of this shift in federal resources.

(ROTATE ANSWERS)

1. Leaving Social Security basically as is and running the risk that the system will fall short of money as more people retire and become eligible for benefits

29%

2. Changing the Social Security system by allowing people to invest some of their Social Security taxes in private accounts and running the risk that some people will lose money in their private accounts due to drops in the stock market
33%

3. Borrowing money from the federal treasury to make up the shortfall, and running the risk of other programs such as education, national defense or health care facing cuts in their budgets because of this shift in federal resources.

18%

4. DK/NA



20%

14. Currently, Social Security funds are invested in bonds guaranteed by the US government. Would you favor or oppose the federal government investing some portion of Social Security in the stock market?

1. Favor



39%

2. Oppose



55%

3. DK/NA



  6%

15. Do you support or oppose allowing individuals to invest a portion of their Social Security taxes in the stock market?

1. Support


52%

2. Oppose


44%

3. DK/NA


  4%

16. Some people say that social security recipients should be able to invest some of the money they have already paid to Social Security in the stock market in order to earn the larger returns that other investors make in the stock market.  Other people say that Social Security recipients should not be able to invest some of the money they have already paid to Social Security because, given the fluctuations in the stock market, seniors could face losses that would deprive them of money when they need it the most."  Which do you prefer – to allow individuals to invest a portion of the money they have already paid to Social Security in the stock market, or not?

1. Support allowing investment in stock market

43%

2. Oppose allowing investment in stock market

53%

3. DK/NA






  4%

17. Do you think that by the time you retire there will be enough money in the Social Security system to pay you the benefits you are entitled to, or do you think there will not be enough money left in Social Security to pay you the benefits you are entitled to?

1. There will be enough money in the system 


45%

2. There will not be enough money in the system


39%

3. DK/NA







16%

18. Some reformers believe that the only way to keep the Social Security system fairly stable over the next few decades is to raise the retirement age from 65 to 70 years or more, because Social Security will collect more payroll taxes and pay out less benefits. Do you support or oppose raising the retirement age?

1. Support



29%

2. Oppose



66%
3. DK/NA



  5%
19. If a shortfall was to occur in the social security system, would you favor a temporary higher payroll tax until the financial crisis was resolved – yes or no? 

1. Yes




55%

2. No




42%

3. DK/NA



  3%

20. Still assuming a monetary shortfall in the social security system - would you support or oppose the federal treasury temporarily bailing out the Social Security system?

1. Support



68%

2. Oppose



26%

3. DK/NA



  6%

21. At any time in the future, do you think the Social Security system will face a shortfall requiring them to pay less than full benefits?

1. Yes



47%

2. No



41%

3. DK/NA



12%

FOLLOW UP: 
IF “YES”:  Do you think this shortfall will force the Social Security system to pay just three-quarters of current benefits, half of current benefits, or no benefits?

1. Three-quarters of current benefits

48%

2. Half of current benefits



24%

3. No benefits




13%

4. DK/NA




15%

PERSONAL RETIREMENT INCOME SITUATION

22. Now, I would like you to take a moment to look ahead to your retirement, what do you expect to be your major source of income: Social Security, an employer sponsored pension plan, or your own retirement savings?

1. Social Security




25%

2. Employer sponsored pension plan


20%

3. Own retirement savings



46%

4. DK/NA





  9%

24. When you retire, do you believe you'll get back more money than you paid in Social Security, get back less money than you paid in Social Security, or get back about the same money as you paid in Social Security?

1. Get back more money than you paid in Social Security
18%

2. Get back less than you paid in Social Security

47%

3. Get back about the same money as you paid in Social Security  23%

4. DK/NA






12%

25. How confident are you that the Social Security system will continue to provide benefits of equal value to the benefits received by retirees today - would you say that you are very confident, somewhat confident, not too confident, or not at all confident? 

1. Very confident



23%


2. Somewhat confident


33%

3. Not too confident



26%

4. Not at all confident


17%


5. DK/NA




  1%

26. How long do you think the Social Security system will continue to provide benefits of equal value to the benefits received by retirees today –1 to 20 years, 21 to 40 years, or more than 40 years?

1. 1 to 20



47%

2. 21 to 40


16%

3. More than 40 years

24%

4. DK/NA


13%

27. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with the following statement: The Social Security system should ensure a minimum standard of living to all contributors.

1. Strongly agree


50%

2. Somewhat agree

25%

3. Somewhat disagree

10%

4. Strongly disagree

12%

5. DK/NA


  3%

28. Sometimes, during the course of a survey like this people change their minds, I would like to ask you again - Please tell me which of the following approaches to dealing with Social Security you would prefer:

A)  Leaving Social Security basically as is and running the risk that the system will fall short of money as more people retire and become eligible for benefits; 

B) Changing the Social Security system by allowing people to invest some of their Social Security taxes in private accounts and running the risk that some people will lose money in their private accounts due to drops in the stock market; or

C) Borrowing money from the federal treasury to make up the shortfall, and running the risk of other programs such as education, national defense or health care facing cuts in their budgets because of this shift in federal resources.

(ROTATE ANSWERS)

1. Leaving Social Security basically as is and running the risk that the system will fall short of money as more people retire and become eligible for benefits

25%

2. Changing the Social Security system by allowing people to invest some of their Social Security taxes in private accounts and running the risk that some people will lose money in their private accounts due to drops in the stock market

36%

3. Borrowing money from the federal treasury to make up the shortfall, and running the risk of other programs such as education, national defense or health care facing cuts in their budgets because of this shift in federal resources.

25%

4. DK/NA

14%

PURPOSES OF SOCIAL SECURITY

Different people see the Social Security program as having a variety of purposes. For each statement please tell me if you agree or disagree with the following statements: 

29. Social Security payments should be based on need, that is – Social Security money should be paid only to those who really need it.

1. Agree

27%

2. Disagree

70%

3. DK/NA

  3%

30.  Social Security payments should be based on earnings, that is -  Social Security money should be paid to all people who have worked in the past.

1. Agree


90%

2. Disagree


  9%

3. DK/NA


  1%

31. Social Security payments should be based on reducing income differences, that is - Social Security money should be paid in a way that reduces the differences between the rich and the poor.

1. Agree


42%

2. Disagree

49%

3. DK/NA

  9%

DEMOGRAPHICS

We are almost done with our survey except for a few demographic questions that will ensure that we have a representative sample.

 (DO NOT READ LIST)

32. Could you please tell me your age?

1. 18-29



(SKIP TO Q34)

  9%
2. 30-39



(SKIP TO Q34)

  9%
3. 40-49



(SKIP TO Q34)

19%
4. 50-61



(SKIP TO Q34)

30%
5. 62+



(GO TO Q33)


33%
6. Refused


(GO TO Q33)


  1%
33. Are you retired –yes or no?

1. Yes


94%

2. No


  4%

3. DK/NA

  2%

(ASK TO ALL RESPONDENTS)

34. The media generally classify most people as being Anglo, Black, Hispanic or Asian.  Which do you consider yourself?

1. Anglo


68%



2. Black


15%



3. Hispanic


10%


4. Asian


  1%



5. Other


  6%



35.  Are you married, unmarried, separated, widowed, or divorced?

1. Married


62%

2. Unmarried


13%

3. Separated


  1%

4. Widowed


10%

5. Divorced


14%

6. DK/NA


  

36. What is the highest level of education that you have completed  - grade school, some high school graduate, some college or technical school, college graduate, or graduate school?

1. Grade school



  2%

2. Some high school 


  3%

3. High school graduate 

18%

4. Some college or technical school
33%

5. College graduate


26%

6. Graduate school


18%

7. DK/NA



  

37. What is your total, annual household income $25,000 to $34,999; $35,000 to $49,999; $50,000 to $74,999; $75,000 to $89,999; $90,000 or more?

1.
< $25000



14%

2.
$25,000 to $34,999


12%

3.   $35,000 to $49,999


13%

4.   $50,000 to $74,999


19%

5.
$75,000 to $89,999


  8%

6.
$90,000 or more?


16%

7.   DK/NA



17%

38. Do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat or Independent?

1. Republican




35%

2. Democrat




43%

3. Independent




20%

4. Other Party (VOLUNTEERED)

  2%

39. Gender (CODE DO NOT ASK)

1. Male




46%

2. Female



54%

That completes our public opinion survey.  Thank you very much for your time and cooperation, and have a pleasant (day/evening).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bendixen & Associates                                         

September 2004


