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	Experience Summary
	· Experienced in writing news items, feature articles, special/investigative reports, research essays, editorial pieces, press releases, and creative print/radio ad copy.

· Well-versed in copyediting, transcription/editing of interviews, and proofreading, most recently as Managing Editor for Garowe Online – a Somali news Website.
· Competent researcher, interviewer, and journalist.

· Excellent project manager / director of operations with solid experience in team leadership, budget process and accomplishing time-based project goals.



	Education
	B.A., English, Western Washington University, Bellingham                                                         2004


	Professional
Experience
	Policy Analyst – Robert Weiner Associates, Washington, D.C.

· Co-authored Op-Eds for print in major newspapers.

· Develop talking points for interviews in newspaper, radio and TV for national public affairs company of former Clinton White House public affairs director.

· Assisted in research, writing and editing work.
Managing Editor – Garowe Online, U.S. and Somalia

· Read Somali-language news content and translated into English.

· Updated Website daily, regularly monitored news content from competitors.

· As Director of Operations for an independent radio station (Radio Garowe), managed 18 reporters and expansion projects.

· Researched, prepared, wrote and edited all Garowe Online “Sunday Editorial” pieces and “Special Reports.”

· Assisted with copywriting and advertising layout.
	11/’09-Present

2005 – 2009

	
	
	

	
	Speechwriter & Staff Assistant – President of Puntland State, Somalia

· Wrote speeches for the President of Puntland State of Somalia, including historic testimony at Congressional hearing on June 25, 2009, at Capitol Hill.

· Prepared President’s press conferences in Puntland, Nairobi, Washington, D.C., London and Dubai.

· Wrote and edited the Puntland Government’s press releases, in coordination with the Ministry of Information.

· Served as Staff Assistant for the President of Puntland and helped with scheduling and reception service.
	2/’09 - 10/’09

	
	
	

	
	Bilingual Instructional Assistant – Seattle Public Schools, Seattle

· Provided in-classroom or one-on-one assistance to students.

· Monitored student progress and helped motivate student learning.

· Served as liaison between school staff and students’ parents.

· Excellent year-end evaluations written by school administrators.


	11/’04 - 01/’09

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Accomplishments
	Interviewed by CNN, BBC, the New York Times and the Voice of America as a Somali-American journalist with extensive ground experience in Somalia politics and society.



	Computer Skills
	Microsoft Word • Photoshop • Webmaster • Typing (80+wpm)



	Writing Samples & References Available


