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:",‘ Rep. Elijah Cummings, ranking Democrat on the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, has been a countervailing force
i a8ainst Chairman Darrel| Issa’s claims about Obama administration abuses.
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Obama’s defender
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On Farm Bill,
don't let Congress
trample Md.s rights

BY Tom HUCKER
AND JENNIE FOREHAND

hen Democratic Rep. Collin
Peterson of Minnesota, ranking
member of the U.S, House Agri-

culture Committee, helped Republican Rep.
Steve King of Iowa craft an amendment to
the Farm Bill that would nullify dozens — if
not hundreds — of state laws, this was his
explanation, clear and simple: “T'm tired of
these states doing this crap.” And apparently
a narrow majority of the House of Repre-
sentatives agrees, since this amendment was
included in the pared-down version of the
Farm Bill that passed the House, 216-208.
What Mr. Peterson so crudely referred to
were state laws that safeguard public health,
food safety, animal welfare and the environ-

ment. It potentially includes a whole host of

state legislation including laws addressing
the intensi'xe mﬁnfenf(z:%% of farm ﬁ:llyﬁ%la]s’
requiring ing o -raised an-
ning BPA in aby food jars, banning the sale
of raw milk ‘and (recently passed in
Maryland) banning arsenic in chicken feed,
These state laws are just the tip of the iceberg
for Reps. Peterson and King, whose poorly
drafted, overreaching amendment flies in the
face of states’ rights and the 10th Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution.

As co-chairs of the Maryland Joint
Committee on Federal Relations, we are
stunned. When issues of public health and
safety are concerned, a state should be able to
protect its citizens as it sees fit — including by
going beyond federal protections when
hecessary. Federal health and safety protec-
tions should always be considered a floor; not
a ceiling. We were pleased to see that the
National Conference of State Legislatures
agrees, sending a letter recently to leaders in
Congress urging removal of the King
Amendment.

The King Amendment prohibits states
from imposing conditions on the production
(:-f any ajgncultural product sold in the state if
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