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First Lawsuit Filed in Deadly '‘Ghost Ship' Warehouse Blaze
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TRENDING STORIES

‘Faith, Wham! Singer (
Michael Dies at 53

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives examined whether the "electrical system"
could have been the cause of the deadly Oakland warehouse blaze. Elyce Kirchner reports.

(Published Saturday, Dec. 24, 2016) Pot-Smoking Teens Attack Cof
Evade Arrest: Police

The parents of a 20-year-old college student who died in the arms of her boyfriend
in Oakland's deadly warehouse fire filed the first lawsuit Friday in the disaster, Brooklyn Rapper Troy Ave Shot
blaming the building's owner, chief tenant and others. Flatbush: Sources

The lawsuit, filed in Alameda County Superior Court, evoked the last moments of Best Places to Watch the New
San Francisco State University student Michela Gregory, saying she was trapped Eve Fireworks
on the second floor of the 10,000-square-foot building that was a jumble of

makeshift stairs and room dividers with no clear exit paths.
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Gregory and the others "tried to exit the warehouse, but were unable to exit due to
the unsafe conditions and configuration of the warehouse," the lawsuit alleges.

An investigation into last week's devastating Oakland warehouse blaze has yet to reveal what caused last
week's deadly inferno. But a former tenant believes Friday's "senseless" fire was a long time coming.
Elyce Kirchner reports. (Published Thursday, Dec. 8, 2016)

"It is just reprehensible" and "gross negligence in the highest degree to have this
happen," attorney Mary Alexander, who filed the lawsuit on behalf of parents
Kimberly and David Gregory, said. Alexander on Friday also filed a civil lawsuit on
behalf of 23-year-old Griffin Madden of Berkeley.

Gregory and Madden were among 36 people killed Dec. 2 when a fire broke out in
the illegally converted Ghost Ship warehouse that was hosting a $10-a-head
music performance and party.

e People 'Dying Right in Front of Me': Oakland Fire Survivor

The loss of a child is unimaginable, said David Gregory, Michela's father. "She just
loved life and she is never coming home. We will never see her again," he said.

It was the deadliest building fire in the United States in more than a decade.

"It's really horrific, irresponsible actions and inactions on the part of this building
owner, those associated with this event, and the city that cost the life of this
beautiful young lady and the lives of 35 others," Alexander said.

Gregory's body was found with that of Alex Vega, 22, who had been her boyfriend
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"Her and Alex loved each other. They just wanted to have a good time," David
Gregory said.

Nothing they do will bring Michela Gregory back, but the woman's family says the
tragedy could have been avoided. They want justice for not only their child but also
the others who perished.

vioee | Social Media Helps Fire Victim’s Girlfriend Find Photo

"There is not a day that goes by that we don’t miss her," David Gregory said.

The lawsuit seeks unspecified damages from building owner Chor Ng, principal
tenant Derick lon Almenda and others who lived and used the work spaces and
makeshift rooms in the warehouse and promoted the night's event.

Ng has retained a Southern California-based attorney, Keith G. Bremer of Bremer
Whyte Brown & O'Meara. City officials say Ng had a business license for more
than two decades on the property and has paid all business taxes.

Lawyers retained by the building owner and chief tenant did not immediately return
requests for comment Friday.

The Alameda County district attorney's office has said it is evaluating whether any
criminal charges are warranted in the blaze.

Alexander said the family planned to file a separate claim against Oakland and
Alameda County alleging negligence by officials.

People living in and near the building had lodged repeated complaints to building
inspectors, police and others about parties, trash and illegal residences at the
converted warehouse. But officials failed to respond to safety complaints and did
not ensure that the warehouse was fire safe.

"It all could have been prevented," Alexander insisted. "These beautiful, young
people should never have been in this kind of situation where fire breaks out and

you couldn't escape, you couldn’t get out.”

Alexander believes more lawsuits and claims will be filed. It is likely that the
individual cases will be consolidated in one court with one judge, she added.
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