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World needs another nuclear freeze movement

By ROBERT WEINER
and JENNY ZHAD

ith all the nuclear scare
W bravado rom Russia and

11.5. President Donald
Trump, and with the threals rom
Iran, India, Pakistan, Isracl, China
anid elsewhere, the world needs nu-
clear [reeze rallies like we had na-
lionally in the 1980s,

Those rallies included the leader-
ship ol Springlield congressman Ed
Boland, who chaired and emeeed
the Oct. 5, 1982, University of Mas-
sachusetts rally. Boland was co-
chair of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, whose report eredited the
rallies around the world for the nu-
clear arms treaties passed at the
time.

Despite repeatedly warning
against “World War IIT" and assert-
ing this past March that “the great-
est threat” is “big monster ... nu-
clear weapons,” Trump’s recent de-
ployvment of nuelear submarines in
response to threats from former
Ruszsian president Medvedey, now
depuly chairman of the Securily
Council of Russia, 18 the latest and
clearest evidence that nuclear ten-
sions are spiraling loward catasiro-
phe. In response to Trump’s warn-
ings about his ultimatum, Medvedev
threatened to invoke the Cold War-
era Sovict nuclear system known as
“The Dead Hand,” which triggers
automatic detection if Moscow were
struck.

What's needed is a global reprise
of the 1980s Nuclear Weapons
Freeze Campaign Lhat mobilized
more than a million Americans and
forced superpowers to negotiate.

Cm June 12, 1982, more than a
million prolesters galthered in New
York City in support of this freeze
campaign, which called for a bilal-
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The Doomsday Clock of the Bulletin of the Atomlc Sclentists, set at 89
seconds to midnight, Is displayed durlng a news conference at the Unlted
States Institute of Peace on Jan. 28, 2025,

eral hall belween the ULS, and Soviel
LInion to stop the testing, produc-
tion, and deplovment of nuclear
weapons. Al UMass Amhersl less
than four months later, there was a
similar demonstration of student
support for the movement with over
30,000 people. As then-Sen. Ted
Kennedy put it in a letter to a rally
organizer, the rally “addressed the
most vital issue of [the] time,”

The House Permanent Sclect
Committee on Intelligence, chaired
by Boland, reported that “the [1982]
November clections saw recze reso-
lutions on 28 state and local ballots,
and they passed in 25,7 By Novem-
ber 1983, the campaign had been en-
dorsed by more than “370 city coun-
iils, 71 counly councils, and by one
or bolh houses of 23 slale legisla-
tures.”

The threal is even more powerful
loday. Russia, Lhe U5, and China

possess 5,459, 3,177, and 600 nuclear
weapons respectively. The top 10
countries show the extent of this
threal. Iran carled off 16 trucks of
unidentified materials hours before
the recent LS. strike, and the Stock-
holm International Peace Research
Institute warned this June that a
new nuclear arms race is currently
emerging.

Ward Wilson, author of "It is Pos-
sible: A Future Without Nuclear
Weapons,” contends that nueclear de-
terrence remains unproven and de-
pends on what he ealls “pure luck™
to prevent disaster. This fragility of
delerrence makes Wilson's ap-
proach more urgent: rather than
continuing to rely on “pure luck,” a
global reeze would creale breathing
room [or syslemalic disarmament.

There are already encouraging
voices [or change Lhal leaders can
look Lo to pilol a new reeze move-

ment. Veterans For Peace, through

its Nuclear Abolition Working Group,

advocates taking 115, nuclear
weapons off “hair-trigger alert” and
scrapping the trilion-dollar plans to
replace the entire U.S. arsenal. The
Coalition [or Peace Actlion, which
chartered Lthe successiul 1982
“Peace Train” that brought one mil-
lion people Lo New York Cily, conlin-
ues pushing [or nuclear disarma-
ment.

The 19805 [reeze movement suc-
ceeded because il offered a simple,
verifiable solution: stop building new
weapons and negotiate reductions.
Major treaties were ratified: the In-
termediate-Range Nuclear Forees
(INF) Treaty (1987}, the Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty (START) I
(1991) and 11 (1993). By the carly
19905, both the 1.5, and Soviet
Union had reduced their arsenals.
Boland asserted, “Even hostile ad-
ministrations could not dismiss au-
thentie grassroots pressure.”

The 19805 [reeze movement ol-
fers three concrete lessons for today.
Firat, the power of one clear de-
mand: Instead ol complex arms con-
trol terminology, activists asked for
one thing any citizen could under-
stand (“reeze™) thal politicians
could support without appearing
weak on defense,

Second, build unstoppable coali-
tions: When religious groups, scien-
tists, and veterans all demanded the
same freeze, then-President Iteagan
couldn’t dismiss it as partisan poli-
tics.

Third, make it verifiable: The
[reeze used exisling satellite moni-
toring thal both superpowers al-
ready trusted, so politicians didn’t
have 1o delend complex new mmspec-
lion regimes Lo skeplical volers. To-
day. the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency already monitors nu-

clear facilitics worldwide  all ex-
cept Iran.

What's also needed now is a UN.-
sponsored summit bringing together
all nuclear powers — Russia, the
United States, China, France, the
United Kingdom, Pakistan, India, Is-
rael, and North Korea — 1o explore
a comprehensive nuclear freeze
irealy. Iran will likely wanl Lo join
Lhe lable Lo mainlain the image ol a
responsible, responsive state.

Today's nuclear landscape is bolh
more dangerous and more promis-
ing than the 192805, It’s more danger-
ous, because 10 nations now possess
weapons, and new technologies
compress decision-making. lran’s
recent material dispersal shows how
quickly crises escalate. It's more
promising, because 122 nations have
already endorsed nuclear prohibi-
tion, social media can mobilize glob-
ally, and climate activism has proven
young people will organize around
existential threats. The freeze model
bridges Lhis gap — ollering immedi-
ate action that both nuclear and non-
nuclear states can support.

As Presidenl Reagan and Soviet
(reneral secretary (rorbachev said
in 1985, “A nuclear war cannotf be
won and must never be fought.” The
lesson is even more serious today as
weapons technology has expanded.
It's time for the next nuclear freeze
movement to begin,
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